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passed  the  test  of the national   understanding  and- national

will.

We think, therefore, that as socialists and democrats we must

recognise, as our immediate purpose, the liberation of the nation
from the oppression of the present state by making a political
revolution with the object of transferring the supreme power into
the hands of the nation.

We think that the Will of the Nation should be sufficiently
clearly expressed and applied by a National Assembly, freely
elected by the vote of all citizens, and provided with instruction
from their electors. This we do not consider to be the ideal
form of the manifestation of the will of the nation, but it is the
only one practically realisable, and we feel bound, therefore,
to accept it.

Submitting ourselves completely to the will of the nation, we,
as a party, feel bound to appear before the country with our own
programme, which we shall propagate before the revolution,
recommending it to the electors during the electoral periods,
and which we shall defend in the National Assembly.
This programme consists of the following heads :

(1)  The permanent popular representative Assembly, elected
by universal suffrage, to have the supreme control and
direction in all general State questions.

(2)  Large provincial self-government, and elective nomination
to all offices.

(3)  Independence of the village commune (mir) as an economic
and administrative unit.

(4)  Nationalisation of land.

(5)  A series of measures tending to bring all the factories into
the hands of the workers.

(6)  Complete freedom of conscience, of speech, of the press, of
meetings, of associations, and of electoral agitation.

(7)  Extension of the right to vote to all citizens having attained
full age, without any class or wealth distinctions.

(8)  Substitution of a standing army by a territorial militia.

The Programme of the party of the "Will of the
People" (Narodnata Volid),

1 Taken from The Russian Storm-cloud, by Stepniak.